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What is Environmental and Wildlife Crime (EWC)?

Serious Chemical

Wildlife Minor



1. Police records of EWC
• High quality official data

• May not reflect true patterns of 

EWC

2. Newspaper archives
• Serve as benchmark

• Give an enriched view

Two Complimentary Datasets



Temporal Trends



Temporal Trends



Crime Prevalence by Urbanity
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Radicalization of Hunters

How hunting counterpublics in the Nordic countries contribute to illegal hunting
(Von Essen et al, 2016)

Hunting as 
majority culture

For subsistence

Step 1

Hunting as 
subculture

New functions

Step 2

Hunting as 
counterpublic

As politics of 
recognition

Step 3

Beyond 
counterpublic:

Illegal hunting

Step 4



Littering, Burning, and…

Smuggling?

Source: https://www.svt.se/nyheter/inrikes/kriminella-tjanar-stora-pengar-pa-avfall



Headline Crimes



Chronic EWC

“[the mines had emissions of arsenic, zinc, and cadmium that were] far above the Swedish 

Environmental Protection Agency’s evaluation for what is acutely dangerous for plant and wildlife in 

lakes and streams.”



• The true number of EWC is unknown and they 

are likely vastly underreported.

• Every data source has biases, but we can use

multiple sources to try to fill in gaps

Key Takeaways



Thank You!

Questions: 

stassen@kth.se


