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From Rural Community to Global Village:  
The Global Countryside 

• Communities have traditionally 
been the focus of rural research 
• Rural space as bounded 

• Globalisation is significant rural 
places (Woods 2007) 
• Greater connections 

• Hybrid countryside 

• Rural space is hybrid, multi-
scalar and inter-connected 
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Global Crime and Rurality 

• Growing Evidence of that Rural 
Crime is also global 
• Series and Organised Crime (Home 

Office, 2018) Hall) 

• National Police Chiefs Council 
(NPCC 2018) 
• People-trafficking 
• Slavery 
• International Theft 
• ‘County lines’ drug dealing 
• Environmental Crimes  

• Home Office (2018) 



Beyond Property  
and Community? 

NFU Rural Crime Report 2020 







Hidden Others, Hidden Communities  
(Philo 1992 – still!) 

• Current work on migrant 
workers (Yarwood) 

• Hidden Others 

• Unseen and not included 
in ‘rural communities’ 

• More likely to be victims 
of global rural crime 

• More likely to be viewed 
as criminal or illegal 



Research Agenda 

• From local to global 
• Recognise global crime (often hidden) 

• From bounded community to 
global village 
• Recognise others and other 

experiences of crime 

• Continue exploring relationship 
between rurality, criminality and 
cultural threat 

• International research co-operation 
• I welcome opportunities for 

collaboration! 

 


