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Brantingham & Brantingham (2015)



physical digital

physical digital

expand our ideas about how routine 

behavior brings the essential elements of 

crime together

crime event

Brantingham, P.L., & Brantingham, P.J. (2015). Understanding crime with computational criminology. In M.A. Andresen & G. Farrell (Eds.), 

The criminal act: the role and influence of routine activity theory (pp. 131–145). Basingstoke, UK: Palgrave Macmillan.



seek to harm, intimidate, or coerce 
(someone perceived as vulnerable)



cyber variant

using electronic communication to 
embarrass, humiliate, maliciously  
impersonate, or send intimidating or 
threatening messages and images



High School Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2019

https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/yrbs/index.htm

13,677 surveys

136 schools



12 months before the survey:

19.5% bullied on school property

15.7% cyberbullied

8.7% felt unsafe

8.0% in a fight

7.4% threatened or injured with a weapon 

on school property

physical digital



STATEMENT QUESTION ANSWER



Much of our thinking about place 

and crime formed by the 1980s.

Do we need to redefine our 

concept of risky places?

Yes.



THEN NOW
(est. 2012 forward)

(before the rise of 

smart phones+)











THEN



NOW



RISKY PLACES
(current focus on streets and public/semi-public physical settings)











behavior settings



SETTINGS 2.0
(redefining risky places)



Barker, R. (1968). Ecological Psychology. Stanford, CA:  

Stanford University Press. 



Barker, R. (1968). Ecological Psychology. Stanford, CA:  Stanford University Press. 



Felson 2006. Crime and Nature. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. Ch. 1-3. 

habitat

setting

geography

processes/ resources

niche

ecosystem





abandoned / disused 

illicit markets

alcohol



P.I.V.O.T.

source: Madensen, T., Herold, M., Hammer, 

M.G., and Christenson, B.R. (2017). Place-

Based Investigations to Disrupt Crime Place 

Networks, The Police Chief, April, 14-15.

https://www.policechiefmagazine.org/rese

arch-brief-place-based-investigations/



podcast: https://www.reducingcrime.com/post/pivot-place-based-investigations-of-

violent-offender-territories

35 min. podcast



Darth Maul 

Figures
seller page

paypal

vehicles

seller page

paypal

Facebook Marketplace (setting)

fountain
work area

counter

pharmacy

work area

counter

Ellson Drugstore (setting)

https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/category/darth-maul-figures

https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/?ref=microsite123 Main St., Midwest Town, Kansas







BENEFITS



theory testing

facilitate STEM research

novel data streams may

identify new trends & 

vulnerabilities

crime prevention innovation

& resource deployment

















NECESSARY?



Yes.

We cannot remain stationary 

in a dynamic situation.



reported losses exceed $4.2 billion

791,790 complaints (69%+ over 2019)

Internet Crime Complaint Center

Report, 2020

Most common: phishing scams, non-payment and non-delivery scams, extortion. 

Victims lost the most money to business email compromise scams, romance and 

confidence schemes, and investment fraud. 

28,500+ complaints related to COVID-19, targeting both businesses and individuals.

FBI released report: https://www.ic3.gov/Media/PDF/AnnualReport/2020_IC3Report.pdf



PEW Research Center Report. March 2-15, 2020 

Parent Survey regarding Children 11 and younger

• 80% watch YouTube (53% daily)

• most parents restrict device use to “ground” kids

• while use varies by age, multiple devices common



Twenge, J.M., Martin, G.N.,  & Spitzberg, B.H.  (2019). Trends in U.S. Adolescents’ Media Use, 1976–2016: The Rise of Digital 

Media, the Decline of TV, and the (Near) Demise of Print. Psychology of Popular Media Culture 8 (4), 329–345.

US national sample

8th, 10th, & 12th graders, 1976-2016

(N = 1,021,209; 51% female)

texting

internet

gaming

social media



Twenge, J.M., Martin, G.N.,  & Spitzberg, B.H.  (2019). Trends in U.S. Adolescents’ Media Use, 1976–2016: The Rise of Digital 

Media, the Decline of TV, and the (Near) Demise of Print. Psychology of Popular Media Culture 8 (4), 329–345.

Online



% spending 4+ hours daily 

using electronic devices 

(by age group)

U.S. sample children/teens June 2020



CDC 

campaign





3:53 0:45



Problem Internet Use (PIU) 

Associated with significant impairment in

‒ working memory - decision-making 

‒ stop-signal task - inhibitory control

‒ go/no-go task

(Effects not moderated by gaming, age, gender, geography or comorbidities.)

Ioannidis, K., et al. (2019). Cognitive deficits in problematic internet use: meta-analysis of 40 studies. The British 

Journal of Psychiatry 215, 639–646. doi: 10.1192/bjp.2019.3



MAP HYPERSPACE?





Brantingham and Brantingham (2008; 2015) 



Activity Space Activity Network

Bichler, Gisela (2019). Understanding Criminal Networks: A Research Guide. University of California Press. 



Adopted from: Maier, J., Paesler, R., Ruppert, K., Schaffer, F., & Wirth, E. (1977). DIE DEUTSCHE SOZIALGEOGRAPHIE IN IHRER 

THEORETISCHEN KONZEPTION UND IN IHREM VERHÄLTNIS ZU SOZIOLOGIE UND GEOGRAPHIE DES MENSCHEN. Geographische 

Zeitschrift, 65(3), 161-187. Retrieved May 25, 2021, from http://www.jstor.org/stable/27817927

Image source: Schönfelder, Stefan; Axhausen, Kay (working paper, 2003). Activity spaces Measures of social exclusion?

https://doi.org/10.3929/ethz-a-004492887



Jean-Paul Rodrigue (2020), The Geography of Transport Systems, 5th edition. New York: Routledge. ISBN 978-0-367-36463-2





Situational perspectives

+ deterrence

Crime concepts

Central Axioms

Structural Holes Theory of 

Social Capital

Hyperdyadic Spread

Strength of Weak Ties

SNA concepts

Small-World Perspective

Crime Pattern Theory

Ecological theories

Routine Activity Theory





Crime 

Events

(1-4)

Personal 

Networks

(5-8)

Social 

Systems

(9-11)

Bichler, Gisela (2019). Understanding Criminal Networks: A Research Guide. 

University of California Press. ISBN: 9780520297050







Gisela Bichler, Ph.D.

Professor, Criminal Justice

Risky Places for Crime Series

May 27, 2021


