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Brantingham & Brantingham (2015)



physical digital

physical digital

expand our ideas about how routine 

behavior brings the essential elements of 

crime together

crime event

Brantingham, P.L., & Brantingham, P.J. (2015). Understanding crime with computational criminology. In M.A. Andresen & G. Farrell (Eds.), 

The criminal act: the role and influence of routine activity theory (pp. 131ï145). Basingstoke, UK: Palgrave Macmillan.



seek to harm, intimidate, or coerce 
(someone perceived as vulnerable)



cyber variant

using electronic communication to 
embarrass, humiliate, maliciously  
impersonate, or send intimidating or 
threatening messages and images



High School Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2019

https://www.cdc.gov/healthyyouth/data/yrbs/index.htm

13,677 surveys

136 schools



12 months before the survey:

19.5% bullied on school property

15.7% cyberbullied

8.7% felt unsafe

8.0% in a fight

7.4% threatened or injured with a weapon 

on school property

physical digital



STATEMENT QUESTION ANSWER



Much of our thinking about place 

and crime formed by the 1980s.

Do we need to redefine our 

concept of risky places?

Yes.



THEN NOW
(est. 2012 forward)

(before the rise of 

smart phones+)











THEN



NOW



RISKY PLACES
(current focus on streets and public/semi-public physical settings)











behavior settings



SETTINGS 2.0
(redefining risky places)



Barker, R. (1968). Ecological Psychology. Stanford, CA:  

Stanford University Press. 



Barker, R. (1968). Ecological Psychology. Stanford, CA:  Stanford University Press. 



Felson 2006. Crime and Nature. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. Ch. 1-3. 

habitat

setting

geography

processes/ resources

niche

ecosystem





abandoned / disused 

illicit markets

alcohol



P.I.V.O.T.

source: Madensen, T., Herold, M., Hammer, 

M.G., and Christenson, B.R. (2017). Place-

Based Investigations to Disrupt Crime Place 

Networks, The Police Chief, April, 14-15.

https://www.policechiefmagazine.org/rese

arch-brief-place-based-investigations/



podcast: https://www.reducingcrime.com/post/pivot-place-based-investigations-of-

violent-offender-territories

35 min. podcast



Darth Maul 

Figures
seller page

paypal

vehicles

seller page

paypal

Facebook Marketplace (setting)

fountain
work area

counter

pharmacy

work area

counter

Ellson Drugstore (setting)

https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/category/darth-maul-figures

https://www.facebook.com/marketplace/?ref=microsite123 Main St., Midwest Town, Kansas




