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“Habermas claims that an inclusive public sphere is the 
only deliberative forum for generating public opinion 
that satisfies the epistemic and normative conditions 
underlying legitimate decision making. He adds that 
digital technologies and other mass media need not 
undermine—but can extend—rational deliberation 
when properly instituted.” 

Ingram and Bar-Tura, 2014, p. 65

David Ingram & Asaf Bar-Tura, ‘The 
Public Sphere as Site of 

Emancipation and Enlightenment: A 
discourse Theoretic Critique of 

Digital Communication’ (Re-
imagining public space, 2014).

Jim McGuigan, 
‘The Cultural 
Public Sphere’, 
European Journal 
of Cultural 
Studies, 2005.

“The public sphere is both ideal 
and actual. The actuality is a 
good deal less perfect than the 
ideal of free and open debate that 
has policy consequences in a 
democratic polity.”

Jim McGuigan, 2005, p. 427

Jürgen Habermas, 
The Structural 
Transformation 
of the Public 
Sphere, 1989 
[1971].

Jürgen 
Habermas, The 

theory of 
communicative 
action Vol.2, 
1987 [1981].

2



2026-09-23

2

3

4



2026-09-23

3

“Every building is therefore at least a domain of 
knowledge, in the sense that it is a spatial 
ordering of categories and at the same time a 
domain of control, in the sense that it is a 
certain ordering of boundaries, which together 
constitute a social interface between 
inhabitants and visitors." 

Hanson 1998, p. 6

“A building may therefore be defined abstractly 
as a certain ordering of categories, to which is 
added a certain system of controls, the two 
con-jointly constructing an interface between 
the inhabitants of the social knowledge 
embedded in the categories and the visitors 
whose relations with them are controlled by 
the building.” 

Hillier & Hanson 1984, p. 147

The “figurative system 
of human knowledge”, 
Diderot and d’Alembert, 
for the Encyclopédie, 
1751-1772
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v

(a) Popular, 
(b) Newspapers and Magazines, 
(c) Children, 
(d) Humanities & History, 
(e) Social sciences, 
(f) Jurisprudence, 
(g) Technology, 
(h) Sustainability, 
(i) Natural Sciences, 
(j) Arts and music, 
(k) Reference books, 
(l) Fiction, 
(m) Thrillers, Detective Novels, etc, 
(n) Novels in foreign languages, 
(o) Old novels, 
(p) Literature by people from 
Malmö or about the region, 
(q) Genealogy and microfiche, 
(r) DVD and CD records, 
(s) Listening Books and easy 
reading, 
(t) Youth books, fact, 
(u) Youth books, fiction. 
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“That is they describe social relations which I have 
already described as being of two kinds - those of power 
and those of bonds. And both exist at three levels.
     The first is that o f the reflective individual. It may 
seem strange to include this in the sphere of the ‘social’. 
It is that relationship o f self-to-self which is behind 
Gauguin's age-old questions ‘Who am I? Where am I 
going? Where have I come from?’. The second level of 
self-, or others-, to-others is the common meaning of 
‘social’ - the entire web within which shared goals are 
achieved, where there is conflict for resources and 
power, and where institutions are created. But it is also 
germane to the first level for I discover myself in others. 
It is in speaking and listening to them that the internal 
dialogue is learnt.
     The third level is of the self, or others, to the Other.”

Markus, 1993, p. 21

“In this sense, the spatial forms that structure 
social practices also routinize relational 
structures, which are in turn capable of shaping 
evaluative and cognitive function. The nature of 
social relations are therefore embedded in spatial 
form in the sense that material structures are 
able to construct and orient relational praxis, but 
also in a social sense in that social structures are 
also embedded in spatial relations: class, race, 
and gender can be structured spatially and 
therefore lead to particular kinds of what I have 
called public reasoning contexts, or those 
contexts of social relations that come to be 
regularized to such an extent that an individual 
becomes used to the specific forms of reasoning 
and thinking which that context requires.” 

Thompson, 2014, p. 153

Michael J. Thompson, 
‘Spatial form and 
the pathologies of 
public reason’ (Re-

imagining public 
space, 2014).

Thomas A. Markus, 
Buildings & Power: 
Freedom & Control 
in the Origin of 
Modern Building 
Types, 1993.
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Daniel Koch, 
Spatial 

Systems as 
Producers of 
Meaning, 2004

Daniel Koch, 
Spatial 

Systems as 
Producers of 

Meaning, 
2004.
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“[…] it is crucial that reading as an activity remains 
intensely related to its environment. Reading is absorption 
and concentration with the eyes on the page, but also 
seeing and feeling and hearing the paper of the page and 
the book, and letting the eyes wander and rest on the 
table, on the walls, and, through the windows, stare at 
the landscape and the sky – all while staying ‘in’ the 
reading. Because reading is a situation that ‘takes place’, 
it is important to investigate in detail how the experience 
of space becomes part of the activity of reading.” 

Verschaffel, 2010, p. 89

Bart Verschaffel, 
‘Guessing the future of 

the library’ (The 
Architecture of 

Knowledge: The library 
of the future, 2010).
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Theorising socio-spatial relationships

Daniel Koch, 3.1 
Bosociala Aspekter 
(DelA, 2026).
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“I like to think that it would be much more fruitful for the analyst to give up 
his efforts to predict behaviour directly – an amount of uncertainty is perhaps a 
valuable part of human existence – and instead focus his attention on how to find 
out in what ways limits to freedom of action come about and who, if anyone, is 
responsible for the configurations of such limits.”

Hägerstrand, 1975, p. 3

“Clearly the planner as producer of the stage on which activities take place should 
know how he directly places constraints and opportunities and how he indirectly 
interferes with the ways inhabitants deal with each other. Therefore I believe that 
it is a more fundamental task for research to work with the distribution of 
potential degrees of freedom throughout a population than to try to predict 
how the available freedom is going to be used.”

Hägerstrand, 1975, p. 5

Torsten Hägerstrand, ‘Sace, 
Time and Human Conditions’ 
(Anders Karlqvist, Lars 
Lundqvist & Folke Snickars, 
Dynamic Allocation of Urban 
Space, 1975).
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“Black authentic milk crate”, 
containerstore.com
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“Milk crates are intended to transport milk to grocery stores, but 
designers can hardly prevent unintended uses: as bookshelves, 
playthings for children, bins to store tools, dividing walls, 
stepladders, or bicycle baskets. For a homeless person, a milk 
crate can hold priceless possessions. Tied to a pole with its 
bottom removed, it is a basketball basket. In the hands of an 
angry person, it can become a weapon.” 

Krippendorff, 2006, 108

Klaus 
Krippendorff, 
The Semantic 
Turn: A new 

foundation for 
design, 2006. 

15



2026-09-23

8

Research Project (KTH)
Ann Legeby
Daniel Koch
Pablo Miranda

Visualisation & Interactivity
Pablo Miranda

Collaborators
Upplands Väsby
Tyréns
SGBC CityLab
Boverket

Funder
Vinnova

16

”Therefore some of the ‘causes’ of what is going to happen next 
are not to be found in the present and past but in the imagined 
future where the goal has to be attained. From this it emerges that 
every human being is his own ‘scientist’ with a unique knowledge 
of his private perspective of the world and his goals, a knowledge 
which can never in full be pulled out for observation.”

Hägerstrand, 1975, p. 9

Torsten Hägerstrand, 
‘Sace, Time and 
Human Conditions’ 
(Dynamic Allocation 
of Urban Space, 
1975).
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Alfred 
Hitchcock, Rear 
Window (USA: 
Paramount 
Pictures, 1954)
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Alfred 
Hitchcock, Rear 
Window (USA: 
Paramount 
Pictures, 1954)
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“The limited capacity of space to accommodate trajectories at the same time means 
that every vicinity around every actor always has certain scarcity characteristics. A 
whole population of a country or even of a city is not just one compact and 
momentarily available resource. It is divided up into many small spatial pockets each 
with its own mixture of trajectories.

Clearly the vicinity condition and the limited packing capacity of space and the 
limited number of trajectories in the universe under consideration mean that there is 
an unavoidable overlap between planned programs. Parts of the same trajectories, 
be they persons, tools, buildings or street-spaces, are sought by different goal-
seekers as they try to move ahead with their specific programmes.”

Hägerstrand, 1975, p. 10

Torsten Hägerstrand, 
‘Sace, Time and 
Human Conditions’ 
(Dynamic Allocation 
of Urban Space, 
1975).

26

Torsten Hägerstrand, 
‘Sace, Time and 
Human Conditions’ 
(Dynamic Allocation 
of Urban Space, 
1975).
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“The joint outcome of the overlap between demands and the barriers 
which are supposed to avert conflicts means that modification of 
programmes is a more common feature of the process than undistributed 
movement towards the goals of each actor. At every conflict around a 
piece of a trajectory all except one of the programmes in question have to 
give up their claims, at least for the time being. The losers can perhaps 
come back later or they can find substitutes elsewhere if time and money 
permit. A common reaction is to modify the goal and the programme. A 
tremendous number of goals which have been conceived as 
programmes and towards which steps have been taken, will never be 
attained in reality.”

Hägerstrand, 1975, p. 11

Torsten Hägerstrand, 
‘Sace, Time and 
Human Conditions’ 
(Dynamic Allocation 
of Urban Space, 
1975).
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Torsten Hägerstrand, 
‘Sace, Time and 
Human Conditions’ 
(Dynamic Allocation 
of Urban Space, 
1975).
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Critical Scripting (prototype): Prototypes, profiles, scenarios, script

Daniel Koch, 1.6 
Behovsprofiler (DelA, 

2026).

Daniel Koch, 3.1 
Bosociala Aspekter 
(DelA, 2026).
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After work, Ralph habitually stops on his way home to read. 
After a brief pit-stop at home, he then heads to meet up with 
others to socialize and do their favorite thing together: 
karaoke. This is convenient because it is located close-by 
housing where Ralph’s friend’s grandmother lives. After this 
Ralph tends to have to get home rather quickly to catch 
enough sleep before he gets up and stops for breakfast on 
the way to work – a trip he usually makes by foot.

Critical Scripting (prototype): Prototypes, profiles, scenarios, script

33
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On most days after work, Ralph habitually stops on his way 
home to engage in a cultural activity. After a brief pit-stop at 
home, he then heads to meet up with others to socialize at a 
meeting place where they can do their favorite thing: 
communal cultural activity. This is convenient because it is 
located close-by elderly housing where inter-generational 
meetings can happen. After this, Ralph tends to have to use 
an efficient mobility solution to get home rather quickly to 
catch enough sleep before he gets up and visits the food 
service provider for breakfast on the way to the workplace 
area, using active mobility solutions.

Critical Scripting (prototype): Prototypes, profiles, scenarios, script

34

On most days a regular Thursday after work, Ralph habitually 
stops on his way home to read have some time alone, usually 
reading. After a brief pit-stop at home, he then heads to meet 
up with others his partner Fabio to socialize for a date at a 
meeting place the small and cozy local bar with miniature 
outdoor amphitheater where they can do their favorite thing: 
cultural activity karaoke with other people with a few close 
friends and others in the small karaoke community. This is 
convenient because it is located close-by housing where 
Fabio’s ailing mother lives where they can meet across 
generations in case she needs help with something suddenly 
(though this usually doesn’t happen). After this Ralph tend to 
have to get home rather quickly to catch enough sleep before 
he gets up and visits the food center stops by his favorite 
bakery, where he’s become friends with the staff due to his 
regular visits, for breakfast on the way to work the electric car 
assembly factory he works at – a trip he usually makes by 
foot.

Critical Scripting (prototype): Prototypes, profiles, scenarios, script

35
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Critical Scripting (prototype): Prototypes, profiles, scenarios, script
Daniel Koch, 1.6 

Behovsprofiler (DelA, 
2026).
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Critical Scripting (prototype): Prototypes, profiles, scenarios, script
Daniel Koch, 1.6 

Behovsprofiler (DelA, 
2026).
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Critical Scripting (prototype): Prototypes, profiles, scenarios, script
Daniel Koch, 1.6 

Behovsprofiler (DelA, 
2026).
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Harold G. Nelson & 
Erik Stolterman, The 

Design Way: 
Intentional change in 

an unpredictable 
world, 2012.

“The most intoxicating aspect of my return to Paris in 
September 1929, was the freedom I now possessed... 
From my fifth floor balcony I looked out over the Lion of 
Belfort… I was free to come and go as I pleased. I could 
get home with the milk, read in bed all night, sleep until 
midday, shut myself up for forty-eight hours at a stretch, 
or go out on the spur of the moment. My lunch was a 
bowl of borsch at Dominique’s, and for supper I took a 
cup of hot chocolate at La Coupole.”
 

de Beauvoir, 1984, pp. 11-12

Simone de 
Beuvoir, 
The Prime 
of Life, 
1984
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