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Aim

The aim of the dissertation is to contribute to more effective crime contral, particularly in
relation to gang violence in vulnerable areas. More specifically, the dissertation draws on the
traditions and perspectives of evidence-sased policingand trans/ational criminology, with a
particular focus on the transfer of knowledge into police practice and the development,
implementation, and evaluation of police methods.

The dissertation focuses on how the police understand and respond to local crime problems,
and what approaches and methods they use in their work against gangs and gang violence in
vulnerable areas.
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“The only people w'io have read 1y dissertation and seen the
results are my supervisee and mr...."

PhD project
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Compilation dissertation (two studies and four articles)
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Study |

Mapping police methods - a quantitative study conducted in two “waves” examining the
methods used to address criminal actors and gangs in vulnerable areas.

Survey I: National survey collecting data from all 98 local police districts (management perspective)
Survey 2: Regional survey focusing on the West Police Region (response officers and community police officers)

Based on a number of commonly used methods and approaches
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Descriptive statistics comparing police regions and local police districts
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Study |

Survey [: National survey collecting data from all 38 |ocal police
districts (management perspective)

Response rate: (43 of 88)

Survey Z: Regional survey focusing on the West Police Region
(response officers and community police officers)

THEMES:
* Knowledge
o [se

 Effectiveness
e Evaluation

Preventive exclusion orders

Situation analysis with other actors in the local community
Work against the criminal economy

CCTV

Reducing new recruitment to gangs
Procedural justice (creating legitimacy)
Person-based intervention (stop and search)
Focused deterrence (e.g. GVI)

Mapping criminal individuals

Police work in hot spots

The crime triangle

Evidence-based approach

The phase model/Fasteorin

The SARA model

Problem-oriented policing (POP)
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Study 7

A qualitative study focusing on police officers’ experiences of work in field-based practice

Data collection:

Ethnographic study using participant observation in the field (approximately six months)

West Police Region, 3 periods in different local police districts

Start: Oct. 2026

What works?

Interested in how police officers conceptualize the problem of gang crime and in different
approaches

o Why does it look the way it does?
o How does the police work to address gangs?
o Which methods appear to wark best? "
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Study Z; Methodological challenges

Dual roles as police officer and researcher:

Stepinto the police role when necessary

Duty to report (Police Act, Section 3)

Primarily a researcher—not a police officer;

*  [onfidentiality obligations as a researcher (Public Access to Information and
Secrecy Act)

 Trustand consent

Previous research:
Early examples of police officers observing the police

United Kingdom, Holdaway (1383), Young (1991)
Sweden, Holgersson (2003)

Examples of the police being observed by others
United States, Stuart (2016)
Sweden, Granér (2004), Pettersson (2012), Bjark (e.q., 2009, 2016, 2021)

Eurocrim, Warsaw, 3-12 sept. 2026

Studying Police from Within:
Reflections on Ethnographic Research in Operational Policing

This poster p thodological considerations T an ing eth aphic study of
operational police work within the Su edish Police Anﬂmntv

WHY ETHNOGRAPHIC? METHOD FOR IMPLEMENTATION CHALLENGES
Thea_imuﬁ]_le stmjly:stummimhﬂw By following police officers in their - Insider position provides access to
policing against criminal networks and operational work, the study seeks to fhe frld and emiratudl
evidence-based methods are applied in understand decision-making processes S
everyday police practice. and practical reasoning frnmthe
Ethnography is particularly suitable for of pr ‘ @ S
studying policing, as many aspects of This approach provides insights into how police officer and researcher
police work, such as informal decision- policing methods are interpreted,
making, situational assessments and adapted, and implemented in practical e ——
professional culture, are difficalt to P Tt Tl o =l
capture through quantitative or B eonsiderations in the research design.
document-based methods. = An ethnographic approach based on - Confidentiality in the role ofa
participant observation in operational .
environments

- Handling of sensitive informati
* The researcher accompanies police ofsensitme informaton

officers on patrol and in their daily - Apolice officer's duty to report
activities erimes

- Step in as a police officer if necessary

- How do the palice and other people
perceive me?
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Thank you and questions!

Contact:

M Kristofer.nilsson@hb.se

™M Kristofer.nilsson@mau.se

™M Kristofer.nilsson@polisen.se

& +4b 0775-8741ab
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